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a solace and a light. She too had hopes he would yet be President. Against
Ills wish he Incfbeen drafted by Lincoln. To refuse the place might isolate
him, with risk to his ambitions. Tlle story was easily half true that he faced
a mirror and bowed to himself, murmuring 'President Chase5.
The new Secretary of War, Simon Cameron of Pennsylvania, had re-
leased Ills fifty white-hatted delegates and started the stampede to Lincoln at
the i S6o Chicago convention. Lincoln's managers, without authority from
Lincoln, had pledged Cameron a Cabinet place. Born in 1799, he had been
a country printer, editor, contractor for state printing, United States Senator,
and had built a following and held it together by doing real favours so as to
have funds and influence from the rich and votes and cheers from the poor.
His nickname of 'The Czar of Pennsylvania' rested on a reputation as the
most skilled political manipulator in America. Tall, slim, wearing loose grey
clothes, he was smooth of face, sharplipped, with a delicate straight nose, a
finely chiselled mask touched with fox wariness. Protests came to Lincoln
that Cameron was 'reeking with the stench of a thousand political bargains',
but his efforts to get these accusations against Cameron put in plain writing
failed. Congressman Thaddeus Stevens of Pennsylvania warned Lincoln
that Cameron had taking ways. 'You don't mean to say you think Cameron
would steal?' Lincoln asked. *No', clipped Stevens, 1 don*t think he would
steal a red-hot stove/ Cameron heard of this from Lincoln and insisted
Stevens must take it back, retract. So Stevens at the White House: *Mr.
Lincoln, why did you tell Cameron what I said to you?* The President
thought it was a good joke on Cameron 'and didn't think it would make him
mad*. 'WelT* Stevens went on, 'he is very mad and made me promise to
retract. I "will now do so. I believe I told you he would not steal a red-hot
stove. I now take that back.'
The new Secretary of the Navy, Gideon Welles of Connecticut, publisher
of die Hartford Times, was an old Andrew Jackson Democrat, turned
Republican on the slavery extension issue. Fifty-eight years old, his short,
thickset body had a massive head surmounted by a patriarchal wig. Alto-
gether, with his white prophet's beard he had a Neptune look. Lincoln put
him at the head of aE of Uncle Sam's sea-going vessels, and later made jokes
about 'Uncle Gideon's* not knowing bow from stern. Welles was the only
Cabinet member who from day to day kept a diary of size and substance.
The heavier plans and decisions of the department were to fall on Gustavus
Vasa Fox, a naval officer.
The new Attorney General, Edward Bates, born in 1793, had served in the
War of 1812, become a lawyer in St. Louis, attorney general of Missouri, a
state senator, a Congressman. He was a Whig even after that party was dead.
Events piloted him to where he had no place to go but the Republican party.